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Guest speaker at the February club meeting at Ken’s American Café in Littleton was Glenn Davison, 
a former club member and director of summer events for many years. 

“Nobody asked me how cars can drive on the 
ceiling,” that's how I started my talk about kites. I 
explained that this is the year 2006 and sailboats 
can travel faster than the wind speed, airplanes can 
fly upside down, cars can drive on the ceiling, and 
kites can be flown indoors without fans.  It’s true.  
Racecar bodies are designed with aerodynamics in 
mind so that the car presses onto the track to create 
better traction so they can go faster.  At high speeds 
the downward force exceeds the force of gravity so 
the car can literally be driven on the ceiling. 

 

 

I enjoyed the talk and it seemed that the ski club 
members enjoyed it too.  I explained how kites have 
changed over the years from wood sticks and paper 
sails to high-tech ultra-efficient machines.  There 
were many questions and I spent quite a bit of time 
talking about sport kites, quad-line kites, and 
“traction events” such as kite-skiing on ice and 
snow, kite buggying on land, and kite surfing on 
water.  

Imagine skiing on a frozen lake while being pulled 
by a kite.  It would be peaceful because there’s no 
motor and depending on the wind speed, the size of 
the kite and how much you weigh, you could travel 
very, very quickly.  If you want to go faster, just 
pull out a larger kite.  If you want to head home, 
you can tack back and forth just as you would in a 
sailboat.  You can even head upwind if necessary. 

 

 
Glenn set up a small display of kites from his 
collection that included a 3-meter quad-line pro-foil 
and a 4.9-sq.meter ballistic eclipse.  He also 
displayed a Rokkaku kite (Japanese), Edo kite 
(Japanese), Delta kite (made in Canada), and 
Fighter kites (India). 
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To learn more about upcoming kite events, take a 
look at the website for Kites Over New England, 
www.kone.org  For more information about kite 
surfing and traction, please contact my friends with 
the kick-butt website at www.kiteboston.com 

If you have any questions about kites, kite activities, 
lectures, or workshops, please drop me an email 
message any time:  Glenn Davison 
davisong@comcast.net  www.kitingusa.com 

 

Glenn Davison is a kite designer, builder, 
lecturer, and workshop leader.  His interest in 
kites has taken him to Canada, Japan, China, 
and India.  He has won championships in 
Rokkaku battle and Fighter Kites, and in the 
miniature kite challenge.  Glen’s"Bee Mine" 
kite took first place in the Great Miniature Kite 
Contest in a category called "best in flight." 
Glenn's 0.75-inch kite won “smallest kite.” 

 

Club Membership 
If you are not yet a member of the club, consider 
joining now.  Yes, the ski season is coming to a 
close, but you should start thinking about next year.  
Members receive first notice of the discounted 
ticket sale, which they receive in August.  Lift 
tickets for some mountains sell out fast, so you need 
to get your order in early.   

Find out more information about the ACE Ski and 
Board Club from our website:  
www.ACESkiandBoardClub.org 

The club also has a Yahoo Group, ACE Ski and 
Board Club, which is used by the club to send out 
meeting notices and where Yahoo group members 
can exchange information.  This group is private 
with a restricted membership and is not listed in the 
Yahoo!Groups directory.  The moderators approve 
all messages prior to their being sent out.   

Cost of club membership is just $20 per year, and 
an additional family member can join for $15.  ACE 
club members can then become EICSL members; 
the EICSL membership fee is $8.  EICSL (Eastern 
Inter-Club Ski League) runs racing programs for 
those belonging to ski clubs which are mostly in the 
White Mountains.   

Club Elections 
Officers for next year will be elected in late spring, 
and members will be asked to suggest nominees for 
the ballot.  Committee chairs are also appointed at 
that time.  Consider serving on the Board or 
volunteering on one of the committees.  Ask about 
running a trip. 

The club has not had a European trip in a few years, 
because no one has offered to lead the trip.  Maybe 
this year we can reestablish the European trip. 
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Club Aspen Trip 
 
The group left Boston’s Logan airport around 11:00 A.M. on Saturday, January 28, 2006.  We arrived in the 
Denver airport where we changed to a smaller commuter plane and then flew on to Aspen.  There wasn’t an 
open seat on either plane.  The transfers went well as everyone received their luggage on arrival.  High 
Mountain Taxi whisked us into town to our ultimate destination of the Aspen Lodging headquarters located in 
the lobby of the Fasching Haus condominium complex.  After registration, porters helped move luggage to the 
Fasching Haus, 5th Avenue, and Alpenblick condominiums.   

After everyone got settled, we were invited to a wine and cheese welcome party hosted by Aspen Lodging and 
the Aspen Ski School.  Lift tickets, discount cards, and area information were handed out to all participants.  
The Aspen Ski School representative, Pops, reviewed some of the programs and packages available as well as 
some interesting ski area facts.   

Our accommodations were located about two blocks from Aspen Mountain and about the same from the bus 
station where we could board a free public bus that would take us to the other three mountains of Aspen (Aspen 
Highlands, Buttermilk, and Snowmass).  Pretty much everything was within walking distance of our lodging.   

On Sunday, our first day of skiing, most of the 
group decided to ski Aspen Mountain (Ajax), 
which was the closest mountain to our accom-
modations.  It was snowing when we woke up, 
and we were delighted to see 8 inches of fresh 
powder.  Now that’s the way to start a ski vaca-
tion!   

The fresh powder was fun to ski, but the con-
tinuing snow made it challenging to see.  At the 
end of the day some heard the call of a favorite 
adult beverage while others sought out the hot 
tub that promised to sooth their weary muscles.  
Some did both.  The rest of the week was spent 
trying out the other areas.  We woke to varying 
amounts of fresh powder just about every day.   

Our last day in Aspen, Saturday, February 4, 
members of the group were making their final 
souvenir purchases and enjoying their last meals 

in Aspen.  At 1 P.M. we were shuttled to the Aspen airport.  The incoming flight from Denver was canceled, 
which delayed our flight to Denver by about 1 ½ hours.  We 
were more fortunate than others, since we had ample time in 
Denver to make our connecting flight back to Boston.  We 
arrived in Logan just after midnight.  Everyone headed home 
to get some sleep so they could be fresh for the Super Bowl 
that same evening.   

—Wayne Potter 
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Twenty-eight ACE club members were on the Aspen trip, which was organized by Wayne Potter.   
Cost was $1,289. 

 

 

February Door Prize Winners 
 
Wayne Potter           Ski jacket  

Vince Mattock         Skis 
                                 Hot Chillys fleece top          

Beatrice Chaney      Ice scraper                         

Dan Villani              Ice scraper         

Mary Mattock          2 Smugglers tickets              

Jack Melancon         Socks                        

Betty Ann Tyson      2 Bromley tickets, ski hat 

Mike Andre              2 Okemo tickets 

Marcia Ruklic          Aluminum bottle, socks   

Cindy Westling        Spider jersey, mittens 

Mary Mattock          2 Magic tickets 

 

 

Rob Titus                Compass/knife set, socks 

Matthew Schee       Compass/knife set, candy 

Dee McMaster        Aluminum bottle  

Elaine Lussier        Goggles 

Leta Markham        2 Mount Snow tickets 

Jean O’Donnell       2 tickets (1 Attitash 1 Crotched) 

Robin Smith            2 Wildcat tickets 

Dana Blanchard      Candy     

Ilene Titus               2 Pico tickets, socks 

Everyone present received hand warmers. 

*Those who brought in canned goods received an extra door prize 
ticket!  
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Park City, Utah  
This was not a ski club trip but four out of five of us 
were ski club members (ex and present). 

Jerry and I wanted to return to Utah.  Twelve years 
ago we were there on our honeymoon.  We planned 
the trip, and by November 1st, we had three others 
going with us.  We stayed at The Canyons Grand 
Summit (one trip member has a timeshare at Sunday 
River and got six nights lodging for the five of us 
through the timeshare office). 

 

  
New Englanders learn how to attach powder straps. 

 

 

We had a great time with over 9 inches of new 
snow everyday—not much sun, but plenty of 
powder.  We went to Alta, Deer Valley, Park City, 
and The Canyons (of course). 

We skied the first day at Deer Valley, and it was 
great.  The “ski porters” help you with your skis at 
the beginning of the day and at the end, when you 
most need it.  Lunch at the Stein Eriksen Lodge was 
5 Star!  We were told by a local that we had to do 
Sunday brunch to get the real Deer Valley 
experience.  It took over two hours to taste every 
dish in the brunch.  It was well worth the $36 per 
person.  To top it off, we met Stein Eriksen!!! and 
got pictures. 

Utah is a great place to ski– BUT – Next year 
Jackson Hole!! 

—Robin Temple Smith 
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Jackson Hole, Wyoming 
What a fantastic area to visit—even if you are not 
skiing.  I highly recommend a visit in winter, when 
snow highlights the Grand Tetons against a brilliant 
blue sky.  I stayed for a week in a timeshare in the 
town of Jackson, which has good restaurants, nice 
shops and galleries, and even a ski area.  The bigger 
mountain area is about 9 miles from town.  You just 
hop on a shuttle bus, and for $3 you are dropped off 
at the base.   

 

If that’s too far away, you could ski at Snow King 
ski area right in town, which even has night skiing. 
Sounded like a good idea until everyone mentioned 
that it is a difficult area to ski—steep with little 
grooming.  The Norwegian ski team trains there. 

January is a good time to visit.  Not many people 
around—in town or at the ski area.  Motels in town 
advertise very reasonable rates.  Many people you 
meet have an accent –they’ve come to work and/or 
ski from around the world.   

Even the elk winter in the valley.  You can take a 
sleigh ride among thousands of elk in the National 
Elk Refuge.   

 

Ski conditions were excellent.  The trails were 
groomed, so you are not going through deep 
powder.  I never hit an icy spot underneath, so I 
could relax as I sailed down the slopes.  I can’t 
speak for the runs off the tram, since those are 
expert trails.  There is also an enclosed gondola that 
seats six people.   

 

For day trips, visitors often go snowmobiling in 
Yellowstone National Park, which is 90 minutes 
away.   

—Betty Ann Tyson 


