ACE Club Group at Deer Valley, Utah

Next season’s club activities begin with a mail 2-for-1 sale: This year’s tickets still
sale in August for next season’s tickets and a available!
get together at Kimball's in Westford. Join us!
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Memories of Park City Trip
February 3 - 10

Ode to Alan ~ Blues Brother

The Blues Brothers ripped-up those Utah blues
No snow in the forecast ~ the nightly news

Although we dreamed for champagne snow
eyes awaken to the mornings ~ the mountains we go.

Blue skies, sunshine, white slopes a plenty
High sixty degree warm days ~ there were a many

Vast snow covered trails in them Wasatch mountains
Five days of Utah skiing ~ but who's a counting

Park City, Snow Basin, Alta, Deer Valley, Canyons ~ we choose

The Blues Brothers certainly ripped-up those Utah blues

Jim Twohig

There were good times, good food, lots of sunshine.

There were casualties . . .

“I really enjoyed going on vacation with friends and
making wonderful new friends. My best and worse
time was at Alta Mountain. My lesson learned was
to be careful when you look back.” Janet

With great anticipation a group of 28 set off early
Saturday morning for a week of skiing in Utah.
Upon arrival in Salt Lake City, each group of four
picked up an SUV at the airport to transport them to
the Crestview Condos in Park City that would be
their home for the next week.

The zero degree weather that the area had in
January was gone. Instead, spring skiing arrived
early! Now the problem was what not to wear!

At the very last minute, trip leaders Wayne and
Debbie Potter had to withdraw when Wayne
experienced a mild heart attack. Fortunately,
Wayne found two people to take their places and
some people to take up the role as trip leaders.

Park City has three wonderful ski areas right in
town: the Canyons, Park City Mountain Resort, and
Deer Valley. Not far off are Alta, Snowbird, Snow
Basin, and other areas that the group visited. Some
also drove down to Robert Redford’s Sundance
Resort to check that out, although they did not ski
there.

Tuesday night everyone gathered together in the
condo clubhouse area for a pizza party. They
shared their experiences thus far and started
planning where to ski next.






February Door Prize Winners

llene Titus Spyder longsleeve shirt
Jon Levy Vest

Jean O'Donnell Gloves

Betty Ann Tyson Gloves

Rob Titus Goggles

Wayne Potter Ski Bag

Dan Villani Goggles

Besty Landon
Cindy Westling
Pam Beck
Mary Mattock
Dana Blanchard
Bea Chaney

Bolton Valley Tickets (2)
Bromley Tickets (2)
Mt. Cranmore Tickets (2)
Magic Mountain Tickets (2)
Magic Mountain Tickets (2)
Smugglers Notch Tickets (2)

Raffle Winner — Betty Ann Tyson
Wachusett Mt. Gold GPS Pass for current season

For Sale

Stinger Motorcycle Trailer- Single motorcycle
trailer

$400.00(You Pick-up)
Great Brook Road, Milford, NH
Contact: Jerry Smith
603-673-0041, cell 603-236-1549

2006—07 Ticket Sales

The Club purchased 854 tickets for New Hampshire
and Vermont ski areas this year at a cost of over
$22,000. Ticket sales generated over $3,500 in
income, which helped in paying the costs of running
the Club, including meeting expenses such as food
and buying door prizes. In addition, 50 tickets were
contributed as door prizes and distributed at the
meetings.

The Benefits Committee has 65 tickets
remaining and, as of this writing, all mountains are
open except Magic. The two-for-one ticket sale is
still in effect to the end of the season for the
following mountains: Ascutney, Black, Bolton,
Bromley, Cranmore, Middlebury, Smugglers,
and Wildcat. An order form is included in this
Newsletter. Enjoy some spring skiing at these
tremendous discounts. The members of the
Benefits Committee thank you for your interest in
the discount ticket program and look forward to the
2007-2008 ski season!




EICSL Racing Summary

Bill Ralph reminisces about the 2006—07 race season

What a strange year for the ACE ski racers! Here in
Maine, we thought we’d have snow for Christmas.
Well, New Year’s Day came (five days until our first

EICSL race), and it rained—ruining a planned trip up

to Sugarloaf. What will they do about the first race
this year—at Wildcat? Cancelled. The second race
was only two weeks later up at Cranmore—not
looking good. But then something happened MLK
weekend . . . it got good and cold—just a bit of
natural snow, but the guns were a’blaze.

Finally, on snow, our racers took off. With only 7
of the 13 racers patrticipating at Cranmore, we took
three firsts. Jarrod Revane took first in the Junior
D. John Sweeney took first in A, while Gerry
Welch was second in Vet A, third overall A (great
start in his return). Shawn McCormick took first in
the Vet AA and third overall in AA (great start in
his return).

Next up, a replacement race for Wildcat. Finding a
spot wasn’t easy as the lack of snow until Mid-

Hamnett (who turned 13 at the end of our season)
making her 2007 EISCL debut. You know you tell
the kids that someday they might be able to beat
you if they work hard and keeping trying. Well, that
time arrived at Attitash for the third qualifier.

Here is what | wrote to our racers after that race:
“You should know looking at these results that one
of our racers nearly wiped out the entire field . . .
and it certainly wasn’t me since | wasn't at the race.
l, like all but two men (one by .04 seconds), would
most likely have been a victim as well. Our own
little, almost 13-year-old racer Claire Hamnett
smoked the women'’s field and beat all but two men.

January backed up races at all of the mountains. We ghe'|l take an upgrade into next season, and | will

ventured to Black Mountain in Jackson, NH. A nice

be trying hard to keep her at bay at the Shawnee

hill, but what was particularly appealing was no lines  championships. Way to go girl!!!!”

and a cheap lift ticket ($25 for racers that day). Those

that went were treated with an opportunity to run the
course following the race as much as they wanted.
We again had some stellar performances—
considering only 5 raced. Leading the way was
Anthony Mahar and his upgrade to A, ending in
second place for his new class. Gerry Welch had a
good weekend as well—first in Vet A, and my

We also had five other firsts that day: Jarrod
Revane (Junior D), John Sweeney (first in Vet A,
second A overall), Anthony Mahar (first in A), Julia
Horgan (first in AA), and Lucy Hamnett (first in D
... maybe a little bit of the genes rubbed off—oh, it
doesn’t work that direction, does it).

So it came down to Championships—would | be

daughter Cate Ralph (age 7) made her EICSL debut just another victim of Claire’s rapid rise to the top at

with a winning performance in Junior D.

On to the ACE racing story of the year. Our own
little (using the term loosely at this point) Claire

Championships? The 14 inches of new snow the
day before made the decision difficult as to whether
to be a powder hound or ski racer The snow forced



Claire Hamnett

a shorter championship course. Our Claire stole the
show again, taking out the men’s field with the
exception of four individuals. Luckily for me, |

take bragging rights into next season being one of
the four. However, | suspect it will be my last as
Claire was nipping at my heels. Should I retire
before this happens? More on that later.

The next fastest female was Julia, winning the
Senior Women'’s Field and taking the AA title. The
two of them also got to race the women'’s course
and the Claire/Julia juggernaut finished 1 and 2
respectively (although Julia was within 2 tenths on
this course). “You go girls” as they say, or is it
“Girl Power.” My daughter rounded out the women
winning with a first in Junior D. | must say three
female titles out of four competing (as Jean
O’Donnell was on IR, and Lucy is not a powder
racer) is not too shabby. Other highlights from
Championships were Shawn, Second, Vet AA,
Gerry, Second, Vet A, and John, Third, Vet A. The
snow snakes did a number on the rest of us.

For the season, ACE racers took eight trophies
home! Of ourl3 racers 5 took first place:

Shawn—1st, Vet AA
John—1st, Vet A
Claire—1st, Junior A
Cate—1st, Junior D
Jarrod—1st, Junior D

Also getting season awards are Gerry W (Vet A),
Anthony (Senior A), and Julia (Senior AA). With
another start, Julia most likely would have won.
Notable finishes, but just outside of the awards are
Matt Schnee in fourth Senior B and Lucy third SV D.

While we may not be comprised of 100 racers as in
our heyday, it's pretty cool to be taking this many
trophies home. Lastly, having the most dominant
skier in the league this year and remembering when
she was just snowplowing was fantastic. Thanks,
Claire, for making this year so much fun.

Retiring? Me, no. Not yet anyway. I'll attempt to
hold off Claire again next season. See you next
year in the gates!
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